
Exploring	  a	  Research	  Topic	  and	  Identifying	  Relevant	  Sources	  
	  

1	   	  
	  

Pre	  Plan	  Worksheet	  
	  
Research	  Question:	  “Can	  grazing	  cattle	  be	  good	  for	  the	  
environment	  and	  affordable	  for	  the	  consumer?”	  
	  
What	  do	  I	  already	  
know	  about	  my	  
research	  question?	  

	   What	  do	  I	  need	  to	  learn	  
to	  better	  understand	  my	  
research	  question?	  

For	  each	  question,	  provide	  a	  
type	  of	  source	  that	  might	  
help	  you	  answer	  the	  
question.	  	  

• Cattle	  raised	  on	  
feed	  lots	  aren’t	  
good	  for	  the	  
environment.	  	  

	  
• Cattle	  raised	  on	  

feed	  lots	  are	  
cheaper	  because	  
more	  cows	  can	  be	  
kept	  on	  smaller	  
plots	  of	  land.	  	  

	  
• Cattle	  on	  feed	  lots	  

are	  fed	  grain.	  	  
	  
	  

	   Is	  grazing	  cattle	  better	  
for	  the	  environment	  that	  
keeping	  cows	  on	  feed	  
lots?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
How	  can	  grass-‐fed	  beef	  
be	  affordable	  for	  the	  
consumer?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Can	  beef	  from	  grazing	  
cattle	  be	  made	  cheap	  
enough	  for	  restaurants	  
to	  use	  it	  instead	  of	  
conventionally-‐raised	  
beef?	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Do	  any	  chain	  restaurants	  
use	  grass-‐fed	  beef?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Journal	  articles,	  magazine	  
articles	  
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